Darwin's autobiography was never meant quite as such: he wanted to leave some thoughts for his children and grandchildren about his views on his life and how he worked. The first edition did not appear until forty years after his death and was the work of his son, Francis, who edited and compiled the material left to him and his siblings.
Darwin claims he was prompted to pen some thoughts because his charismatic grandfather, Erasmus Darwin had written nothing of his both wide and deep intellectual endeavours. ' 
